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Message Text 


1 . 1 HAVE READ WITH INTEREST AMBASSADOR PARKER'S 
CONVERSATION WITH FONMIN BUTROS ON LATTER’S VIEWS 
RELATING TO SITUATION IN SOUTH LEBANON (REFTEL). 
BEFORE MAKING ANY RECOMMENDATIONS ON WHETHER WE 
OUGHT TO RE-ENGAGE OURSELVES IN THE QUAGMIRE OF AN 
INDIRECT GOI-GOL DIALOGUE, I WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
THE SUBJECT WITH MY ASSOCIATES IN MORE DETAIL THAN 
IS POSSIBLE THIS WEEKEND (FYI: ALMOST THE ENTIRE 
EMBASSY STAFF IS TIED UP IN PREPARING FOR THE VICE 
PRESIDENT'S FORTHCOMING VISIT.) WE WILL SEND YOU 
OUR CONSIDERED VIEWS EARLY IN THE WEEK. 


2. MEANWHILE, I WOULD ONLY REGISTER SCEPTICISM 
SECRET 
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OVER BUTROS ASSERTION THAT THE ONLY REMAINING 
OBSTACLE TO THE ENTRY OF LEBANESE TROOPS IN 
THE SOUTH IS WHETHER THE ISRAELIS WILL RESTRAIN 
THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS. THAT INNOCENT STATEMENT 
CONNECTED WITH HIS OBSERVATION THAT THE SITUATION 
IN NORTHERN LEBANON ALSO IN NO WAY IS RELATED AT 
PRESENT WITH THE DISPATCH OF TROOPS SOUTHWARD 
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STRETCH MY CREDULITY IN BUTROS' CREDIBILITY. LEWIS 
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